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the courtiers and Graie's-Inn men; so that yf close hede be not
given, I doubt me we shall here of more Gesto Graiorum. Thei
will not be persuaded but that the quarrel betwixt Sir Thomas
and young Darcie was simulate; and that Master Dutton's
hurte wes wilful; whereas, on my lyf e, it will not be founde so.
The counseyl hath taen the matter up, and I here H. M.
spoke many things gravely and solidly, and as one who taketh
to hert such unhappie chaunces, both against brauling and
drinking. Sir Thomas, with others, hath put in plegge to be
forthcoming; and so strictly taken up was the unhappie mater
of the Scots Lord,1 that if Booth shulde die, which God fore-
fend, there might be a fereful reckoning: For one cityzen
sayeth, I trust f alslie, he saw Sir Thomas draw back his hand,
having in it a drawn sword, just as the constabel felle. It
seems but too constant, that thei were within but short space of
ech other when his unhappy chaunce befel. My Lord, it is not
for me to saie what course your Lordshippe should steer in this
storm, onlie that the Lord Chansellour's gode worde wil, as
resen is, do yeoman's service. Schulde it come to fine or im-
prisonment, as is to be fered, why should not your Lordshippe
cast the weyght into the balance for that restraint which goode
Sir Thomas must nedes bear himself, rather than for such pen-
alty as must nedes pinche the purses of his frendes. Your
Lordship always knoweth best; but surely the yonge knyght
hath but litel reson to expect that you shulde further engage
yourself in such bondes as might be necessary to bring this fine
unto the Chequer. Nether have wise men helde it unfit that
heated bloode be coold by sequestration for a space from temp-
tation. There is dout, moreover, whether he may not hold
himself bounden, according to the forme of faythe which such
gallants and stirring spirits profess, to have further meeting
with Master Philip Darcie, or this same Button, or with bothe,
on this rare dependence of an woodcocke's hede, and a quart-
pot; certeynly, methoughte, the last tym we met, and when he
bare himself towards me, as I have premonish'd your Lord-
shippe, that he was fitter for quiet residence under safe keep-
ing, than for a free walk amongst peceful men.

1 "Perhaps the case of Lord Sanquhar. His Lordship had the misfor-
tune to l>e hanged, for causing a poor fencing-master to be assassinated,
which seems the unhappy matter alluded to." authority,
